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James 1:2 
Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way, consider it an opportunity for great joy.  

Wow, what a year! It was in March of 2020 when the COVID-19 pandemic became real to me and to many of 
you. I remember when this thing first hit, I thought it will be over in a few months or at least by the end of the 
summer. 

I also remember how afraid I was at first. Thoughts going through my mind about people whom I love and 
care for having to go through this thing. Wondering how will Hardinsburg UMC survive this thing if we can’t 
meet in person. 

God is so amazing! As I look back over this year, I’ve become even more amazed by God’s grace, His power, 
and His majesty. I’m almost to the point of being speechless, and that’s not good for a preacher.  

All the anxiety I had about this time last year has been replaced with the awe and wonder of God’s amazing 
presence in our midst. The scripture from James tells us what we are to do during times of hardship and 
trouble. But, what it tells us to do is not easy.  

James 1:2 says, “Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way, consider it an 
opportunity for great joy.  

Does it seem odd to say when trouble comes it is an opportunity for great joy? Casting Crowns came out with 
a song in 2005 called “Praise You in the Storm.” I listened to this song over and over again, for almost a year. 

I was in the middle of the biggest storm of my life, but the one thing I learned to do during that time was to 
praise God during the storm. The lesson from 2005 has carried me through this year.  

Do you know what happens when you do this? You stop focusing on the storm and start focusing on God. It 
makes me wonder, when the people of Israel were facing the Red Sea, did they praise God before they 
crossed over, in the middle, or after they were on the other side? 

Honestly, right now I don’t know what will happen with the rest of 2021. No one but God knows when this 
pandemic is going to be over. But the one thing I do know is simply this, I’m going to keep on “Praising God in 
the middle of this storm.”  

So, I invite you on this journey with me to lay down all those anxious thoughts and to keep on praising God in 
the midst of the storm. If you can do this, then your focus will automatically turn away from the storm and turn 
to God. 

Blessings, 
Bro. Greg 
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From the Preacher . . . 

 
 

March 9 .................. 6:00 p.m. Circle 4 Meeting via Zoom Video Conference 

Person of the Bible Study 
Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. (Zoom Video Conference) 

 

In order to participate, you will need to download the “Zoom Meeting” app. If you are interested, just let  
Bro. Greg know, and make sure he has your email address so he can send you an invite to the meeting 
room. If you would like to participate but you are not able to Zoom, please contact Bro. Greg. 
 

March 3 .............. Dorcas 
March 10 ............ Daniel 
March 17 ............ Barnabas 
March 24 ............ Rahab 
March 31 ............ Judas 
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Ministry Action Team 
 

The Ministry Action Team will meet via Zoom Video Conference and in  
the Heart and Soul Meeting Rooms on Tuesday, March 2 at 4:00 p.m. 
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Sundays 
10:00 a.m. Worship Service and YouTube 
  Livestream 
12:10 p.m. WXBC Radio Broadcast of  
  the previous Sunday’s Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome Home to  
Hardinsburg United Methodist Church 

 The Good News is a publication of the  
Hardinsburg United Methodist Church.  
Contact us at: 
 

Hardinsburg United Methodist Church 
P.O. Box 3 (123 S. Main St.) 
Hardinsburg, KY 40143 
 

Pastor:  Bro. Greg Shannon 
Church Phone: (270) 756-5901 
Cell Phone:   (270) 617-8718 

 

Website Address: Http://www.Hardinsburgumc.org 
Email Addresses: brogreg63@gmail.com 

 secretary@hardinsburgumc.org 
YouTube: YouTube.com/HardinsburgUMC 

  

Word of the Month 
 

Storm - Affliction; calamity; distress; adversity  
 

57 O God, have pity, for I am trusting you! I will hide beneath the shadow of your wings until this storm is 
past. 
            Psalm 57:1 Living Bible (TLB) 

Blessing Box 
 

Thank you to everyone that has donated items. All donations are appreciated, but the following items are 
especially needed: vegetables, peanut butter, tuna, spaghetti, saltines, granola bars, soup, mac and cheese, 
instant meals, etc. Please place items on the table in the Worship Center hallway, or if you would like to 
make a monetary donation, please write “Blessing Box” on your check or offering envelope. Thank you. 

Soapy Second Sunday 
March 14 

 

Once a month, on the second Sunday, HUMC collects cleaning and personal hygiene items for distribution 
through the Good Samaritan Center. This is a mission outreach that anyone can participate in by just 
picking up that extra bar of soap, dish or clothes detergent, shampoo, etc. The donation basket for these 
items is located in the Worship Center hallway. Thank you so much for caring for those in our community. 

 

Ministry Outreach Focus for March 
March Madness and Shoes 

 

This month we are going to be collecting athletic shoes (for those under the age of 25, tennis shoes as we 
used to call them) for local children. I’ve spoken with the Family Resource Center Coordinators at the 
schools, and they are all excited about us collecting these shoes for the children. They all expressed a need 
for shoes at their schools. 

The sizes needed are men’s shoes sizes 7-10, women’s shoes sizes 6-9, boy’s shoes sizes 1-6 and girl’s 
shoes sizes1-6. If it is at all possible, we are asking you to please purchase your shoes locally and leave the 
tags on them so the Center Coordinators can easily exchange the shoes if a child needs a different size. 
Please place the shoes on the table in the Worship Center hallway. 

Thank you so much for the way you reach out to others and share your blessings with our community. 

         Bro. Greg 

Camp Loucon 
 

Camp Loucon is working on a plan to have camp this summer. If they are able to, there will be a limit on the 
number of campers per week. In the past, Hardinsburg UMC has helped sponsor children who have attended 
Camp Loucon, and we plan to do the same this year. Contact the Church Office and talk to Bro. Greg if your 
child is interested in attending camp this summer. 

Lent Prayer Meeting 
Seeking God With All Your Heart 

Sundays in March at 6:00 p.m. (Zoom Video Conference and in the Sanctuary) 
 

In order to participate, you will need to download the “Zoom Meeting” app. If you are interested, just let  
Bro. Greg know, and make sure he has your email address so he can send you an invite to the meeting 
room. If you would like to participate but you are not able to Zoom, please contact Bro. Greg. 

Holy Week and Easter 
 

Plans are being finalized for Holy Week and Easter services. Please watch the bulletin or emails for more 
definite plans. 

Radio Broadcast 
Sundays at 12:10 p.m. on WXBC 104.3 

 

Each week our previous Sunday’s service will air during this time. We feel this is important because there are 
many in our congregation and community who do not have internet access to watch our service on 
Livestream. If you would like to help sponsor this ministry, please write “Radio Ministry” on your check or 
offering envelope. Thank you. 


